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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2022–23) BILL 2022 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2022–23) BILL 2022 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 

Resumed from 17 May. 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [12.17 pm]: I rise to contribute to the cognate 
debate on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) Bill 2022 and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022. 
My overall reaction to the Treasurer’s budget was one of disappointment—disappointment for the lost opportunities, 
and the fact that public moneys are now being used inefficiently to deal with predictable problems. It is too little, 
too late. 

This Labor government has again failed to adequately address the high cost of living. It has again failed our health 
system and everyone who relies on it, with record levels of ambulance ramping. Last month, ambulance ramping 
again soared to near record levels. So far this year, patients have spent more than 21 992 hours waiting to be 
transferred to a hospital bed for emergency treatment. An average of seven patients have now been ramped every 
hour of every day of this year for emergency admissions because of hospital access block under this Labor 
government. That is all because under Labor, despite our state’s huge budget surpluses, despite the COVID health 
spend of billions of dollars, despite the emergency control powers, which Labor keeps extending, and despite the 
massive majority of Labor in both houses, which means that it can fix what it wants when it wants, Labor has not 
provided enough beds in our state-run hospitals to prevent this massive ongoing crisis of hospital access block and 
consequential ambulance ramping. 
The government has unveiled a budget that shows a bigger than expected $5.7 billion operating surplus for the 
current 2021–22 financial year, and significant surpluses budgeted for the forthcoming years. Even with these massive 
windfall surpluses, Labor’s net public sector debt is forecast to grow from $29.9 billion in the current 2021–22 
financial year and onwards to $33.9 billion in 2025–26. 

I congratulate Western Australians and all the businesses in our state for delivering the surpluses our state is enjoying. 
They, not Labor, and not this government, have done the hard work to deliver these surpluses. We must also thank 
the federal Morrison government for contributing to these results. Its fairer GST treatment of Western Australia, 
delivered by Scott Morrison when he was Treasurer, now Prime Minister, set a minimum floor of 70¢ in the dollar 
with the possibility of 75¢ for all states and territories, up from the 30.3¢ in the dollar that Western Australia 
dropped to in the previous mineral boom. It means we are now getting $3.54 billion more in GST revenue than we 
did in 2016–17. This is over half Labor’s claimed surplus for 2021–22, and this windfall increased revenue is more 
than the predicted surpluses under Labor going forward. Labor is not doing the hard job of budget management 
nor forward structural budget management. 

We should also be well aware of the massive contribution to our state’s finances from mining royalties, particularly 
iron ore. Commodity prices and export volumes have boomed since 2017 when Labor first was elected, especially 
iron ore, resulting in royalties rising from $4.708 billion at the start of this Labor government to $11.354 billion, 
an increase of 141 per cent and delivering an extra $6.646 billion in state revenue in this year above the 2016–17 
level. This windfall increase in state revenue accounts for all and more of the just declared surplus. All this should 
have been delivered by a good state government as a surplus and as significant debt reduction. Under the McGowan 
Labor government, it was not. It is not good government and it is not good budget management. From adding 
higher electricity and water charges and other fees and charges of over $1 billion under this Labor government and 
higher dividends and taxes from the Water Corporation, Synergy and Horizon Power, there is nearly a $15 billion 
in extra revenue than there was in Labor’s first year in 2017. That is a 56 per cent increase in government revenue 
in these two terms of the Labor government. 

We can see how the Western Australian budget has self-corrected to record levels. Let me be very clear: this Labor 
government does not deserve any plaudits for the state’s finances turning around. It happened due to windfall 
factors such as the federal Morrison Liberal Party’s GST guarantees, booming iron ore and commodity prices and 
the unnecessary massive increases in fees and charges as a cost to all Western Australians under the McGowan 
Labor in Western Australia. Rather than action and real productive effort for the future of all Western Australians, 
McGowan Labor has just produced lots of talk, lots of spin and PR, but little of substance and nothing that can be 
attributed to Labor’s budget management or good government. 

On the contrary, with such massive revenue growth, this government did not need to impose its pernicious increases, 
such as the 55 per cent increase in water charges for larger families who need more water than Labor’s arbitrary 
figure of 500 kilolitres per annum. This Labor government certainly could and should have coped with a modest 
annual contribution of about $1 million to keep an important scientific and human health research institution going—
that is, the Animal Resources Centre—instead of closing it and seeking to sell off the land. In addition to the windfall 
factors that have turned around our state’s finances, Labor was bequeathed a well-run and well-resourced public 
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sector when it was elected in 2017. Nevertheless, government expenditure has grown under Labor by a headline 
25.3 per cent, a true 32.6 per cent when accounting for Labor’s budget presentation changes, and a whopping 
20 per cent in real terms above CPI inflation in the terms of the Labor government. Despite the significant revenue 
bonanza and consequent turnaround in our state’s finances, Labor’s poor management has been further displayed 
by its mismanagement in key areas such as health, housing, law and order, energy, transport, serious crime and its 
failure to cultivate our state’s future development. Instead, with the significant turnaround in our state’s financial 
position, this government has chosen to spend money on its political causes and pet projects. The damage this is 
doing to future Western Australia has been hidden to date by the current windfall surpluses. There is no notable 
dividend for Western Australians and nothing that will go towards building a future for their kids and the generations 
after that. They deserve better. Nor is there a dividend to current and future Western Australians through clearly 
improved services and infrastructure development beyond Metronet. 
COVID and the more recent terror of the Ukraine war is causing chaos in the local supply of goods and services 
everywhere throughout the world. This has pushed up commodity prices, especially energy, as well as adding to the 
already rising prices for food and other consumer staples. The result is a significant inflationary impact on household 
and business budgets and worldwide increasing interest rates. These cost-of-living pressures being experienced 
demand a significant response from this Labor government, not a vote-buying power play for Albanese Labor via 
a one-off $400 electricity credit delivered just in time for the federal election, but for only this year, and despite 
this Labor government’s proposed 2.5 per cent increase this year and every year of the forward estimates. 
In the context of repeated windfall budget surpluses, this Labor government has the financial capacity, the moral 
obligation and a mutual responsibility to provide financial relief for households, other families and small businesses 
while they face this inflationary surge. As a starting point, this Labor government could have, and should have, 
enacted a one-year freeze on all government imposts. This would provide ongoing relief from further increases 
in the cost of living and business costs, especially for all those small businesses that have endured such a tough 
time through the COVID era. Instead, the Treasurer’s $400 electricity credit sleight of hand trickery is hiding 
a $156 increase in household fees and charges this year on Labor’s budgeted representative household. We know 
it is more than that for real family households. It should have been properly targeted, as implored by Anglicare and 
other community agencies that are already doing the hard work of helping those most in need. I have already donated 
my $400 to St Patrick’s Community Support Centre in Freo to help out those people who are doing it tough, but a real 
and genuine Labor government could have done this at the outset, rather than this cynical electioneering ploy. On 
this side of the house, we know the average energy bill debt for hardship customers of state-owned utilities Synergy 
and Horizon Power leapt from $772 in 2019–20 to $1 195 last financial year. Properly targeted, and as an example, 
this $445 million energy credit could have helped those most in need. The failure to deliver such immediate and 
significant relief from current cost-of-living pressures for Western Australian households, other families and small 
businesses shows that politics and electioneering headlines are the government’s main and overriding consideration 
when it makes decisions. 
Infrastructure and public works investment under Labor is just as badly treated. Here, too, we see from this Labor 
government the same old pattern of behaviour—spin attached to a bucket of money with subsequent failure to deliver 
on the photo-op. Comparing this Labor government’s planned capital spending, its PR propaganda announcements, 
with its actual spend, there is a $5.24 billion credibility gulf on infrastructure investment since 2017–18. That is 
an average failure and underdelivery by Labor of more than $1.3 billion year after year. We were informed in last 
year’s budget that the government was — 

• reviewing the State Government’s record infrastructure program with a view to smoothing the 
pipeline of work to help ease workforce pressures across the economy … 

Yet, despite claiming to be smoothing capital projects, instead of owning up and acknowledging its inability to 
deliver its programs, Labor proceeded to announce an even bigger investment budget of $8 billion for 2021–22. 
We now know that the estimated forecast is that that will fall at least a billion dollars short and we await the updated 
end-of-year numbers. This really highlights the inherently dishonest nature and lack of transparency of this Labor 
government. Labor indirectly acknowledged its failure to deliver what it has previously announced, then it doubled 
down on its dishonesty by promising more of what it knows on its own track record that it cannot and will not 
deliver. Despite its embarrassing track record, the McGowan Labor government has announced an increased 
capital spend this year. This Labor government’s record shows it is incapable of delivering its $8.9 billion capital 
works budgeted plans, and that will be the case again in the coming year and the forward years. We and all the 
Western Australian community can confidently assume that a large amount of the capital investment will not happen; 
rather, a large portion of Labor’s cynical attitude to future-building is actually more misleading rhetoric on what 
Labor plans to achieve in the coming year and in the forward estimates. 
All the problems that the state faces are compounded by our state’s workforce challenge. Unemployment is now 
down to 3.4 per cent, below what many economists consider to be full employment. Even New Zealand, without 
a massive mining industry, has reached an even lower unemployed rate of 3.2 per cent. We on this side are all very 
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pleased to have such a strong labour market that gives Western Australians more opportunities to get work and 
find better opportunities, especially those seeking their first jobs and those wishing to work longer. However, this 
also brings significant challenges to the rest of the community. It is a worker challenge that was made worse by 
the actions of this Labor Party. As we said it would, Labor’s union-endorsed slashing of the skilled occupation list 
for migrants in its first year exacerbated the problem of many sectors finding skilled or experienced workers from 
interstate, international migration and short-term visitors to fill the jobs. The labour shortages are being acutely 
felt right now in the construction, housing, hospitality and tourism sectors and almost every other industry sector. 
We have heard of multiple builders collapsing this year. Builders are buckling under the financial pressure of 
paying more for their workers and even higher prices for building materials but also not being able to complete 
builds to meet cash-flow staged payments. Labor Minister Kelly’s close-down of the local hardwood timber industry 
for building, roofs and furniture will make this problem much worse into the future. 
Some small business sectors have suffered more than others, like the tourism and hospitality sectors that missed 
the workforce supply that is normally topped-up with foreign students, temporary visitors with working visas, 
backpackers and other travellers. The mining sector arguably managed better than most due to its ability to pay higher 
wages to entice workers from other sectors. Family, small and medium-sized businesses do not have that capacity. 
The most significant but delayed government measure was a plan for 5 000 extra places under the state nominated 
migration scheme. We know very clearly that Western Australia needs many thousands more workers than those who 
have been allowed for by Labor in our state so far. There are many important questions: Did we get 5 000 workers 
coming here? Can we get more? Are there any other plans to entice interstate or foreign workers on temporary 
visas, as well as backpackers and other travellers? Has anything much changed since the skills summit last year? Did 
the 130 businesses that attended the summit propose ideas that Labor has ignored as part of its unionised workforce 
demand? Does the government expect workers to come, given its continued state of emergency? What has been 
the uptake of the way-too-late incentives for foreign health workers to be enticed to Western Australia? Has the 
government considered shortening TAFE courses and further reducing costs to entice new workers into a faster 
transition or to a different career path? 
We have a Labor government bound by its union bosses and preference for short-term fixes and talkfests. Labor 
is not focused on long-term solutions. Within a short time of being elected in 2017, Labor moved to limit the number 
of pathways for foreign workers and instituted changes to remove the regional migration status of Perth. With this 
policy, Premier McGowan also destroyed the intake of international students before COVID-19, those international 
students who contribute such a large amount of revenue and workers to our state economy. In 2019–20, the 
Western Australian share of national export income for education rated services was 5.6 per cent—a decline on 
the 8.1 per cent share recorded 10 years prior. The Premier must think of ways to entice international students 
back to Western Australia. Instead, during the early days of the pandemic, Premier McGowan described India as 
“the epicentre of death and destruction”. International students from India make up the second-highest source 
market for our state, yet we have a Premier whose comments only hinder and helped to harm this relationship. State 
development is needed for a future beyond iron ore in Western Australia. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Last year, I identified what a good government should do to diversify our state but it clearly 
fell on deaf ears. This government has been lucky but lazy. The result is that Western Australia’s future reliance 
on iron ore has reached an unprecedented level under Labor. When we look at the revenue created by the mining 
sector, for every US dollar that the iron ore price rises, the Western Australian government receives $82 million 
more. The current average iron ore price per tonne was sitting at US$138 for the year. That is well above this 
government’s forecast iron ore price of $US77.5, creating potentially just over $5 billion in additional unbudgeted 
revenue for our state. 
We need to look at opening other areas, grasping and creating new opportunities. This is something that the 
Liberal–National alliance has been urging for some time. The Labor Party made an election pledge to diversify our 
state’s economy but, in government for a second term, Labor is not making a sufficient effort to support alternative 
industries. I want our mining sector to grow and prosper. I am not saying to diversify our economy at the expense 
of mining. However, if we do not expand our economy, we are setting ourselves up for severe and sudden mining 
shock when commodity prices retreat. This Labor government has been happy to enjoy the fruits of Western Australian 
workers but what about the future? Even with the most optimistic forecast for battery minerals, our state’s contribution 
will not replicate the level of investment in jobs that have accompanied growth in the iron ore and energy sectors—
growth, I emphasise, that was initiated against Labor criticism of Sir Charles Court and David Brand in the 1960s, 
1970s and 1980s. 
The federal Liberal Party has promised considerable support—many hundreds of millions of dollars—for 
Western Australia for renewable energy in this state. Where is the support from federal Labor, supporting other states 
but not Western Australia? What is the government’s sacked Minister for Health doing? Western Australia needs 
to be laying the roots for future growth in new industries, relying on the natural advantages we have: abundant 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 18 May 2022] 

 p2442a-2455a 
Dr David Honey; Dr Katrina Stratton; Ms Divina D'Anna; Mr Kevin Michel; Mr Mark Folkard 

 [4] 

sunshine and wind to provide cheaper renewable energy to link with our abundant resources and energy sector, and 
processing to higher value refined products, rather than just raw or bulk materials. But what of this government? 
The government has been largely asleep at the wheel for four years at a standstill and was woken up to the ideas 
such as hydrogen energy and the potential for our state’s midwest by our party’s policies at the last election. After 
the state election and when the opposition already had a shadow minister for hydrogen, the state government 
announced a Minister for Hydrogen Industry—again, too little, too late. Other states leapt forward and now have 
a massive head start on Western Australia because this McGowan Labor government squandered its first term in this 
important area. The fact that the Minister for Hydrogen Industry is not also the Minister for Energy does not reflect 
well on him or his ability to get behind new industries; those comments are in relation to the Minister for Energy. 
Again, the federal Morrison Liberal government has come to Labor’s rescue for our state and nation by announcing 
its willingness to invest in infrastructure and support Australian businesses and creative industries to invest in new 
energy opportunities. Other states and the Northern Territory are already well on their way along this path, yet 
Western Australia, the state most readily associated with mining and energy, has been the laggard under Labor. 
Western Australia’s own companies and industry leaders are looking at other states and internationally to invest 
in these new industries because they cannot wait another four years for this Labor government to deliver substantive 
announcements. Where is the plan for infrastructure to facilitate a new port development at Oakajee port in the 
midwest? Why is your Labor member for Geraldton not advocating for this? Why will this Labor government not 
support her? The midwest should be given higher priority, including for workers who are more likely to move 
there with their families because of the liveability of the area. Seize the opportunity to grow the population of 
Geraldton and other towns to create its own economic momentum. My colleague in the National Party the member 
for North West Central has been advocating strongly for development in Carnarvon, Exmouth, Onslow, out of 
Gascoyne and in those regions that he represents so well. By this Labor government’s own words and records, we 
can say it has done so little and so late that it is losing the opportunity offered by the midwest and Geraldton’s 
natural advantages.  
As I started out with in my presentation, the Western Australian health system is another budget and mismanagement 
morass under Labor. Labor’s incompetence is exposed starkly with its mismanagement of the Western Australian 
public health system under the efforts of two Labor health ministers, who have only been able to blunder from crisis 
levels of emergency ambulance ramping due to inefficient hospital beds to code yellows and code black state-run 
hospital failures. The first Labor Minister for Health was an immediate failure. He once described 1 030 hours of 
ambulance ramping in a month as evidence of a system in crisis, so he could not defend himself when, under his 
management, ambulance ramping leapt to 5 000 hours a month. He departed the job only to be rewarded as Labor’s 
Minister for Tourism and, despite his failure, he was retained by the government as the Deputy Premier. 
Again, we got more PR and spin from Labor when it attempted to deal with its political problems and failures in 
the health portfolio in last year’s budget when it tried to spin a necessary increase in health funding as representing 
growth funding. Last year, we demonstrated that Labor had done little more than increase funding in future years 
to meet the higher base level of funding to catch up on its health spending cuts in its first term—a reduction in the 
rate of increased funding. We calculated that the state’s health system needed about $1.5 billion more than the 
previous budget stated just to accommodate the general growth rate of demand in health. By December, in his midyear 
review, the Premier; Treasurer confirmed our estimate of Labor’s budget health shortfall and validated our calculation 
of additional funding needed by allocating an extra $1.3 billion for state-run hospitals to simply cope with the normal 
growth in health demand. Although we welcomed the eventual recognition of the need for additional funding by 
this Labor government, we are yet to witness significant improvements in the management of state-run hospitals. 
The replacement Minister for Health—the anointed next leader of the state Labor Party—has not managed any 
improvement, despite being ladled with billions of dollars to spend on health. We see little evidence of substantive 
follow-up and ministerial engagement to ensure that extra public funding is going to the right areas to deliver 
improved services and infrastructure for the community. We await the resumption of reduced waiting list surgeries 
and the resumption of other services that have been restricted or completely curtailed since the onset of the COVID 
pandemic. We will closely watch for the delivery of all additional promised and funded staffing resources and 
increased bed capacity, which should be reflected in better system-wide performance. I see no mention of the 
much-needed and important WA Comprehensive Cancer Centre being funded in this budget—just a feasibility 
study about whether joint funding of around 300 critically required additional hospital beds should be accepted at 
half-cost from the Morrison government. 
I come to Metronet, the biggest ever budget blowout in Western Australia. Of course, Labor does not have a problem 
allocating millions of dollars to Metronet projects, which suffer yet another Labor minister who announces projects 
on which she underdelivers and overspends and which are overdue. Although the budget is in surplus, there are 
a number of concerning factors, especially around the specific costing of Metronet. In 2017, Metronet projects 
were costed at just under $3 billion. Because of the COVID crisis, many Western Australians will be unaware that 
the cost of Metronet has more than doubled to $7.5 billion with relatively limited scope changes. This Labor Premier, 
who trusts no-one in his team to be the Treasurer, has presided over the single-largest capital blowout of any state 
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government project in the history of Western Australia. What have we got for our $7.5 billion, an amount which 
is still increasing? Nothing. Commuters cannot catch a Metronet train let alone use a new Metronet station. This 
Labor Minister for Transport has bungled her signature project. To add to this chaos, we have the proposed 18-month 
closure of the Armadale line, which was decided with little to no community consultation. 
Housing is another key area that Labor has mishandled. Since the Labor government was elected, the housing squeeze 
has increasingly plagued the state. Again, the new Labor Minister for Housing, who was appointed after the most 
recent state election, has made no difference. Labor still underdelivers. People renting and living on modest means 
experience the cost-of-living squeeze earlier than most as the Perth rental market experiences significant increases. 
As a result, our public housing waitlist has soared by 43 per cent. Recent figures show that there are 18 738 applicants 
on the public housing waitlist, representing 32 873 people who need affordable accommodation. Before the 
pandemic, there were just 14 000 applications with a waiting list representing 23 000 people. Rather than being 
embarrassed about its lack of achievement in this area, Labor resorted to its standard modus operandi and repackaged 
previous announcements into an even bigger $2.1 billion promise to build 3 000 more public houses. We are 
extremely doubtful about the government’s capacity to deliver those houses within even a few years. To quote 
Hon Alison Xamon, a former Greens members of the Legislative Council, when she spoke about Labor’s record 
on homelessness — 

It is a serious and vitally important topic and is an area on which I think, frankly, the WA Labor government’s 
performance to date has been very poor. It has displayed a great commitment to spin over substance. 

There is more evidence of Labor’s failure in its management of charges for utilities. Western Australian electricity 
consumers have suffered massive cost increases due to the disaster that was Labor’s pricing reform in the mid-2000s. 
It is a fact that Western Australian families and other households and businesses would be paying significantly 
lower electricity bills without Labor’s so-called energy reforms. Of course, this Labor government has said nothing 
about efficiency in that sector; instead, all we hear about are rising prices. Electricity prices have risen well above 
the inflation rate under this government and Labor is proposing 2.5 per cent increases in the forward years. While 
electricity consumption charges increased at about one and a half times the inflation rate, the cost of electricity 
has been rising more due to the massive rise in connection fees on the daily supply charge—an increase of about 
95 per cent to $384 in rounded terms, which is an increase of 116 per cent or $200 a year for households, a fee that 
they cannot avoid. We see the same with water charges. Charges for larger houses increased by 55 per cent under the 
pretext of forcing lower water usage—this from a utility that is now making around $1 billion cash profit. 
This Labor government has been gifted a massive, once-in-a-lifetime revenue windfall. Instead of investing for the 
future and setting up our economy to withstand the inevitable economic downturns in the future, the government 
is wasting this unique opportunity. The government claims windfall revenue as its own but fails to prepare properly 
for the future. 
DR K. STRATTON (Nedlands) [12.47 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to rise today in support of the 
Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) Bill 2022 and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022 and share with 
this chamber the McGowan Labor government’s ongoing infrastructure and health investment in the seat of 
Nedlands. I am proud to speak about the Nedlands electorate being the home to some of the state’s most iconic 
and essential hospitals—our only dedicated maternity hospital and our only dedicated paediatric hospital—as well 
as world-leading medical research institutes and mental health facilities. We are also home to many people who 
work in this vital healthcare sector; indeed, nearly eight per cent of the electorate works in hospitals, with many 
more working in medical research, allied health, private practice, diagnostics and so forth. This state budget continues 
to invest in the best care for our community members within the Nedlands electorate, but it also draws people from 
all over Western Australia for specialist diagnoses, treatment and care and invites a welcome crossover with other 
electorates and communities. 
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, which is located a five-minute walk from my office, is the leading public tertiary 
and teaching hospital, providing a diverse, wide and complex array of clinical specialties. It houses the state’s only 
comprehensive cancer treatment centre and is the state’s principal hospital for both neurosurgery and organ transplant. 
The hospital is closely associated with the nearby University of Western Australia, as well as Curtin University, 
the University of Notre Dame and Edith Cowan University. It handles more than 76 000 admissions every year, with 
600 beds treating approximately 420 000 patients every year and it employs some 5 500 staff. 
We all know that WA Health is facing the significant challenges of demand and capacity pressures due to COVID-19, 
and a key measure to address some of these challenges is targeting emergency department access. Reducing pressure 
on emergency departments, such as the large one at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, is a priority for WA Health. 
The emergency department package contained in this budget—a commitment of over $250 million—will incorporate 
both strategic and operational solutions to streamline patient flow and pathways and address some of the root 
causes of ambulance ramping. A significant part of this plan and investment will be emergency department waiting 
room nurses, with $55.8 million to expand emergency care into the waiting area to improve patient monitoring and 
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assessment and ensure the most appropriate and timely pathway to hospital care, if that is required. The package also 
includes the use of shared real-time data to monitor emergency presentations, patient transfers and bed occupancy, 
as well as measures to reduce avoidable presentation and admissions for people with complex needs. This means 
implementing alternative models of care to support treatment of patients in the most appropriate health settings. 
That model includes expanding options for discharging patients who are in hospital for longer than is clinically 
required, often for social reasons or inaccessibility of services outside of the hospital setting. These measures address 
some of those core issues by increasing the number of transition care places in community aged-care centres, 
discharge to transitional facilities for people who are awaiting National Disability Insurance Scheme funding, and 
additional transitional accommodation programs for people with complex care needs. 
For Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, this builds on last year’s commitment of a $90 million upgrade to the emergency 
department as part of WA’s recovery plan and the new eight-bed behavioural assessment urgent care centre. All 
these measures firmly put patients first, with an enhanced patient experience to improve pathways and care, as 
well as safety for staff within the emergency department. In addition, the McGowan Labor government has committed 
to an expansion of the intensive care unit at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, with an upgrade to 10 additional beds, 
increasing the capacity of the ICU to 40 beds. Two neurological units at Sir Charles Gairdner will also be refurbished, 
with a $7.6 million upgrade, to accommodate more patients, and two biplanar imaging units will be installed at 
a cost of $24.3 million. 
There are many other exciting developments on the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre site, with $2.5 million for 
a business case to inform the options for the proposed WA comprehensive cancer centre, while planning for the 
new women’s and babies’ hospital is scheduled for completion this year, with enabling works to commence in 
2023. This state-of-the-art hospital will ensure modern and comprehensive care for women and their babies while 
co-location with Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and Perth Children’s Hospital will mean ready and timely access 
to specialist services when required. 
The seat of Nedlands is also home to the University of Western Australia, the state’s first university, established 
in 1911. As the first free university in the British Empire, UWA also has a strong history of ensuring that a tertiary 
education is in the reach of people from diverse backgrounds, including international students. As I have said 
before in this chamber, I was working at Curtin University as a social work academic when the global pandemic 
first hit. I saw and experienced firsthand the devastating impact on the sector, and the people, of course, who live in 
that sector—the staff, domestic students and international students. As we all know, when the global pandemic hit, 
international students returned home in their thousands; indeed, they were told to go home by our Prime Minister. 
Despite the contribution of international education to Australia’s economy—$28 billion in the 2016–17 financial 
year, which itself was a 16 per cent increase on the previous financial year, and international education being 
Australia’s largest service export and one of our greatest exports behind iron ore and coal—the federal Liberal 
government did not at any time actively or positively respond to the crisis that was occurring in tertiary education 
or international student education. 
Although international students of course contribute much to our economy, they also contribute much to the learning 
experience at university and in other educational settings, bringing different perspectives, cultural understandings 
and diversity to discussion and learning outcomes. Of course, educational institutions have a responsibility to 
international students too, to ensure that they have a positive educational, cultural and social experience in our state. 
It means a lot to me, both personally and professionally, to stand here now as part of the McGowan Labor government, 
which has long recognised the value of the tertiary education sector in this difficult time with ongoing investment 
into the recovery and, just as importantly, the longer growth in sustainability of that sector. I am delighted to see 
a $41.2 million package to accelerate WA’s international education sector, with a range of initiatives, including 
increased marketing, building on the Reconnect WA package and student incentives to attract, retain and grow the 
pipeline of international students into universities, schools and TAFE settings. This includes a new $2.4 million 
initiative to attract international students to live, work and study in regional Western Australia to alleviate critical 
shortages being experienced by regional businesses in targeted areas such as aged and disability care, child care 
and hospitality. The strategy and investment means continuing to work with industry, including education providers 
such as UWA, StudyPerth and Perth Airport, to ensure that international students are welcomed and supported and 
for the sector to emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic in a position of strength. 
Many members of my community are deeply concerned about climate change and work in several ways to contribute 
to positive climate action, from our very proactive and progressive Nedlands Tree Canopy Advocates to those who 
care for our bushland through groups such as the Friends of Underwood Avenue Bushland and the Friends of 
Hollywood Reserve, and those who actively lobby and advocate for action to address climate change in our policies 
and practices. Many constituents have reached out to let me know that they are reassured by and celebrate the 
McGowan Labor government’s commitment to responding to climate change and, in particular, bold decisions to 
end native logging in 2024. 
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This budget sees the McGowan Labor government set us up for a prosperous low-carbon future, supporting our 
transition to net zero by 2050 while investing in sustainable jobs and industry innovation. I think it is pretty fair to 
say that if we do not find the people of the western suburbs in Dunsborough over summer, we will find them on 
Rottnest Island. So the $62 million to power Rottnest Island with 75 per cent renewables and upgrade water assets 
will be welcome for its impact by visitors from my electorate. I do not know the statistics but observation tells that 
members of my electorate also own a fairly high proportion of the electric vehicles in Western Australia. They 
will celebrate too then the $36.5 million to provide 10 000 rebates of $3 500 to Western Australians who buy a new 
electric or hydrogen fuel cell vehicle, and $22.6 million for new charging infrastructure to expand WA’s electric 
vehicle recharging network, which will become the longest recharging network in the world. 
Lest what I have said reinforces stereotypes about my electorate, it is a community of diversity too, with several 
large social housing complexes and many older residents who are asset rich, living in the old family home, but cash 
poor, and many essential health and hospitality workers who have borne the cost of going to work with COVID, 
with multiple rapid antigen tests and personal protective equipment. The provision of free RATs has been meaningful 
to all in my community, but had a particular impact on those workers and groups. Similarly, the $400 credit on 
electricity bills will make a difference to many in my electorate. We have heard from many older residents this 
week in particular who are very grateful for this measure as it will make a difference to not just their budget, but 
also the choices they will make this winter. 
Finally, I would like to mention a number of budget commitments that are very close to my social work heart. At 
the beginning of my social work career, I worked in child protection, in the Armadale district office. It was and is 
complex and difficult work. It is work that I think it is fair to say many outside the system do not understand or do 
not particularly want to understand or particularly appreciate. In child protection, you often work at the intersection 
of domestic violence, certainly poverty, mental health, substance use, housing and homelessness, and other complex 
social factors and entrenched systemic issues, including racism. Working across such complex issues requires 
working across complex systems, multiple service systems, multiple legal systems, with lots of different professionals 
and teams and, in the middle of all that complexity, a vulnerable child—a child in need of care and protection and the 
family and the community that are working to look after them safely. The work is often confronting and challenging. 
The decisions are always difficult. A child’s future depends on them. There are, of course, lots of structures in place 
for those decisions to be made, implemented and supported, but it remains difficult, emotional labour. Despite 
having been out of the department for a long time, there are children and families whose stories stay with me. 
Their stories shaped me as a social worker and a human being. Despite having been out of the department for 
a long time, many of the colleagues whom I worked with still remain in the department, loyal, committed and 
dedicated to this very difficult work. 
I am proud to stand here as part of the McGowan Labor government that will invest heavily in this work to protect 
vulnerable children, support their families and help at-risk youth. This includes $36.7 million to help deliver and 
enhance child protection services, with 36 new child protection workers to boost capacity on the front line, and a new 
chief practitioner to be appointed to oversee the specialist child protection unit at the Department of Communities. 
This means that this important work and the children who are at its centre will receive professional expertise, 
supervision and oversight. The package also includes $23.9 million for early intervention and family support 
services, building on existing initiatives to keep children safe at home and prevent their entry into the out-of-home 
care system. These programs work closely with families to build capacity and in-home support to build parenting 
skills and to help keep children safe at home and with their families. There is a particular focus on addressing the 
gross over-representation of Aboriginal children in our out-of-home care system. This investment builds on the 
additional resourcing already committed to the child protection system such as the $6.1 million commitment to 
support children in care through the creation of a new Midland care team. The new care team will be the ninth in 
the district and comprise 14 additional staff. 
In the last reporting year and for the first time since 1997, the total number of children in care in Western Australia 
dropped, by 2.8 per cent. These are, of course, far more than numbers. These are the lives of children and their 
families and their communities. The greatest indicator that a person will be in out-of-home-care is that they had 
a parent who was in out-of-home care. One of the most significant risk factors for homelessness, apart from being 
an older woman, is that the person has been in out-of-home care themselves. When we keep a child out of the care 
system, we not only restore their safety and wellbeing at home in the here and now, but also prevent a number of 
significant long-term and even intergenerational poor social outcomes. 
Similarly, there is an $11.1 million expansion of the highly successful Target 120 program to nine additional 
locations across the state, aimed to prevent at-risk children and young people from entering the justice system. 
Since its inception in 2018, the program has been linked to better outcomes for participants, with about half having 
no further contact with the police. The McGowan government is also continuing to deliver on its commitment to 
implementing the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, 
with $2.7 million for a pilot harmful sexual behaviours intervention program. Again, this builds on other initiatives 
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the McGowan government has led based on the recommendations of the royal commission, including the number 
of professions that are now mandatory reporters and the new reportable conduct scheme, requiring organisations 
to report allegations of, and convictions for, child abuse. This scheme will allow the Ombudsman to examine how 
organisations handle complaints of child abuse by their staff, making the organisations that work with children 
safe for them to engage with. 
Family and domestic violence is often a factor for those families involved in the child protection system. Similar to 
child protection, family and domestic violence involves multiple complex issues and impacts, involving engagement 
with multiple systems and services such as health, police, the justice and legal system, mental health services and 
so forth. The McGowan government developed and continues to implement a 10-year statewide strategy to reduce 
family and domestic violence called Path to Safety. The government has invested funding into the FDV sector in 
new services and programs. In 2022–23, WA’s third one-stop family and domestic violence hub will be established 
in Armadale, building on the successful outcomes experienced in Mirrabooka and Kalgoorlie since the establishment 
of those hubs in late 2020. A fourth hub is also being committed to for the Kimberley. The department is continuing 
to improve the safety of our children and young people through the implementation of the $29.5 million Safe Home 
Safe Family package, which is an expansion of the successful respectful relationships teaching support program, 
with an additional commitment of $3 million over five years from 2021–22 to 2025–26. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Dr K. STRATTON: As a parent, I am appreciative that my children can participate in this primary prevention 
program, respectful relationships, which focuses on building relationships and gender equality from an early 
age that are marked by respect. It aims to develop in students, children and young people, the skills and capacity 
to develop and build relationships marked by nonviolence, equality, mutual respect and trust. The whole school 
community is partnering and championing intervention and prevention, with schools providing safe spaces for 
students to learn, explore and disclose without fear of judgement or fear of being silenced. Norms, cultures and 
attitudes that support, condone and excuse family and domestic and gender–based violence are developed, challenged 
and embedded at the school community level. Can I take a moment to use my puffer, please? The cold weather is 
running a lot of interference with my asthma. I have not got much more to go. 
I want to finish with a realised infrastructure investment in my community, the purple CAT bus. The new purple 
CAT bus route has 46 stops and services Kings Park, the University of Western Australia, Perth Children’s Hospital 
and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. It builds on a key 2021–22 budget commitment by the McGowan government 
to help return vibrancy to the CBD by making it easier for people to access key tourist, business, health and education 
destinations within the city and its immediate boundaries. Those 46 stops add an additional 47 000 kilometres each 
year to Perth’s extensive CAT bus network. The stops at UWA make it easier for students and staff and the stops 
at the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre precinct makes the area more accessible for patients, families and staff 
as well as their visitors, and reduces the demands for parking at both of these sites. Tens of thousands of people used 
the purple CAT bus in its first few weeks, particularly UWA students and at least one MP who uses it as a connection 
between her office and Parliament House, and who avoids having to walk to meetings at the QEII site when I have 
not planned particularly well and have worn my usual beloved heels instead of flats. On the importance of the right 
shoe choice, it is my pleasure to commend the two appropriation bills to the house, and I thank you for the support. 
MS D.G. D’ANNA (Kimberley) [1.07 pm]: I rise to speak on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) Bill 2022 
and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022. The McGowan Labor government’s budget is delivering for 
our regions like the Kimberley, which I am proud to represent. This budget is investing millions of dollars to improve 
our region, create local jobs and support families and young people. This budget will provide critical support to 
our remote communities, with millions more to be invested in schools, local training and health. I am motivated 
by this recent budget. It is a good Labor budget that delivers for people in regional WA. 
As I have said many times in this place, I am passionate about making sure that my constituents, the people of the 
Kimberley, are afforded the same access to quality care and opportunities that are afforded to the people of Perth. 
We have a lot of exciting initiatives in the budget for the Kimberley. Sometimes I think the smaller initiatives get 
overlooked by the big-ticket items, so I will try to cover both. Key parts of the budget include a massive $1.3 billion 
to further strengthen and diversify our economy and to support a range of local industries while creating WA jobs. 
It also provides the biggest ever $2.5 billion investment in health and mental health, with a package of targeted 
measures to address emergency department pressures.  
I am also pleased to see that the budget supports Western Australians with the cost of living by using the strong 
surplus to deliver a $400 household electricity credit to every WA household, reducing household fees and charges 
by 3.8 per cent. I know a lot of people in my electorate, including my family members, will welcome that. 
Housing is an issue for everyone at the moment. I hear about the housing pressures from renters in the towns in 
the Kimberley, from businesses trying to retain staff and from people living in remote Aboriginal communities. 
I am extremely happy to see a massive $350 million investment into the remote communities fund. This fund will 
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support improved water, electricity and municipal services and housing in remote Aboriginal communities. Last 
year I had the pleasure to take the Minister for Housing out to the Mowanjum community to meet with the mob 
out there and have a chat about the state of some of their houses. He also got to witness the houses that our mobs 
are living in in these communities. If members visit a remote Aboriginal community, they will see firsthand the 
issues with services and housing that our people are facing. It was not always this way. We remember when the 
federal government walked away from funding these communities properly. Let us not forget what those on the 
other side of the house did when they were in government—they tried to close our communities. And when there 
were protests across the world against Colin Barnett’s push to close our communities, the dying coalition government 
tried to close remote Aboriginal communities by stealth. I used to live in a few of these remote communities. 
As I child, I grew up in the Beagle Bay community. As a young mother, I moved to the Woolah Aboriginal 
Corporation community, which is also known as Doon Doon. In my older years when my grandfather got sick, 
I grew up in Chile Creek outside of Djarindjin. I remember the pride that the community and the children felt when 
I was growing up. People on communities loved being in their communities. They took pride in and ownership of 
their communities, developing their work plans and visions for their communities. They had ownership of what 
went on in their communities. People went into town only for events such as the local football game or for the big 
shopping trip to stock up for the week. As support for remote communities was cut, opportunities were taken away, 
and basic services limited our mobs, who were slowly forced to leave their communities as they were not sustainable. 
Our remote Aboriginal communities deserve so much better, and I want to thank the Minister for Housing for his 
hard work in this space. I also look forward to working with the Minister for Housing and this Labor government 
to maximise Aboriginal employment and contracting outcomes through this fund. I also note that there was a call by 
the minister this morning for the federal government, whoever it may be after Saturday, to match our state’s funding. 
It is critical that we make sure that, where possible, the refurbishment of housing generates local economic 
activity. There is also $15.8 million in additional funding to upgrade water and wastewater services in Ardyaloon, 
Djarindjin, Lombadina and Beagle Bay. I look forward to following this project closely and visiting those 
Dampier Peninsula communities. 
The budget includes $2 million to expand the solar incentive scheme, which will deliver community-owned 
rooftop solar to remote Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley. This is a great initiative, as we have so much 
sun and it is important that we support communities to have community-owned infrastructure such as this. Further, 
a topic that I have heard discussed across the Kimberley many times is Government Regional Officers’ Housing. 
It is great to see that this budget has $99.4 million to spot purchase and build new Government Regional Officers’ 
Housing across regional WA. I look forward to continuing to work hard with the Minister for Housing until everyone 
in the Kimberley has a good and safe home and housing options. 
This budget also has $5.5 million to extend the driving access and equity program, empowering members of regional 
communities to improve their driving skills. I know what a difference a driver’s licence makes for a young person, 
especially in the Kimberley. I remember when I was 17 years old and got my licence. I knew how to drive; I learnt 
from one of the classes at Nulungu school and practised on the back bush roads. I could handle a car, but learning the 
road rules was hard! I practised every day in the bush, but when it came to the roads, I had a few structured lessons 
from an instructor in their car, as my parents had no car. Not everyone has access to vehicles or mentors to learn 
how to drive safely and complete the necessary hours to obtain a licence. Recently, the Minister for Transport came 
up to the Kimberley to announce this funding and we met with the Nirrumbuk Aboriginal Corporation and some 
of the mentors who are teaching under this program. It was awesome to have a chat to Daniel and Errol and to see 
how they also get the chance to be positive role models to the young people they are training. This will make a huge 
difference for many people and open up a lot more opportunities. 
The McGowan Labor government is also committed to transforming our regional road and transport networks. As 
I travel around the Kimberley, I understand how important it is to have safe roads. An additional $159 million has 
been allocated to the regional road safety program, bringing the total cost of the program to $828 million. This program 
has already delivered upgraded shoulders and installed audible edges on more than 2 238 kilometres of Kimberley 
roads. This kind of investment comes only from this side of the house—the Labor government that truly cares about 
the regions. There is an additional $146 million for the safer roads and bridges program in regional WA. I am excited 
to see how this will change our roads throughout the Kimberley. I would like to mention that my colleague the member 
for Warren–Blackwood recently drove along the roads from Kununurra to Broome and I remember this message 
popping up: “Why do you have so many single-lane bridges?” My response was: “Rita’s fixing that!” 
There is $200 million for a resealing program in regional WA. I am sure that the people of Halls Creek and the 
surrounding communities of Billiluna, Mulan and Kutjungka–Balgo will welcome the $500 million to seal 
Tanami Road to the WA border. It will not only create local job opportunities, but also ensure that access into and 
out of the communities is safe and improved. I had the pleasure of being out there early last year after the big flood 
and talking to some of the community members. I was privileged to arrive there by charter. I understand the 
frustrations of people out there when they try to come into town because their food supply has been cut off or they 
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have been cut off from people on the other side of the river because the dirt road gets washed out every year. Our 
remote Aboriginal communities deserve to have this access afforded to them, just like everyone else. 
We have all struggled with our mobile coverage in black spots not just on the roads across the Kimberley, but also, 
unfortunately, in our towns. Members should try doing some remote videoconferencing up there! I have heard from 
some schools in remote Aboriginal communities that they have had trouble getting the internet connected for the young 
ones to continue their learning. This is just one example of how important it is to have good mobile and broadband 
connection across the Kimberley, whether it is for education purposes or otherwise. I know that this issue is a big passion 
of the federal Labor candidate for the seat of Durack, Jeremiah Riley. Jeremiah has been travelling up and down WA 
and throughout the massive electorate of Durack, and he constantly hears from community members that black spots are 
such a barrier. I know that Jeremiah will fight hard for more federal funding in this space if he is elected on Saturday. 
This budget has a big investment of $48.6 million to improve mobile and internet coverage across regional areas 
around the state, to make sure that we are bridging this digital divide in the regions. This funding will go to things 
like new mobile base stations and fixed wireless infrastructure; upgrading the capacity and performance of existing 
communications assets; trialling new technologies; and improving connectivity for disadvantaged communities. 
I look forward to seeing this project in the region and working with the Minister for Regional Development to 
ensure that more people are connected across the Kimberley. 
The McGowan government is investing $349.2 million in regional primary and secondary schools over the next 
four years for refurbishments, upgrades and new builds. I am proud to see that this budget commits significant 
resources to new and expanding initiatives to support students with disabilities and additional learning needs—
a really important investment into our education system. 

A further $11.7 million allocation will continue the Kimberley Schools Project, which is working to keep young 
people engaged in the education system. I have heard from many schools across the Kimberley about how well 
this program is going in terms of engaging students and producing better results. The Kimberley Schools Project 
commenced in 2017, and focused on targeted teaching, better early years learning, improving attendance, and 
increased student and community engagement. The program has fostered improvements in educational outcomes 
for Kimberley students. Just recently, I had the pleasure of hosting an online forum with schools in the Kimberley. 
There were very positive comments about the program, and I saw the teaching techniques and results for myself 
when I visited Wyndham District High School and Holy Rosary School in Derby, and also when my six-year-old 
granddaughter, Ellie, who attends Broome Primary School, proudly gave me a demonstration on how she can spell. 

One of my biggest passions and drivers is making sure that our little ones are in the best position possible to take 
over from us; they are our future. One of the issues that has come up often in my electorate of Kimberley is the youth 
challenges that face our towns and communities. I have continuously advocated that we need a holistic approach 
that makes sure we are supporting families and creating capacity for our communities. As we all know, the reasons 
for the problems we are seeing in the Kimberley now are many and complex, but the McGowan government will 
continue to put a major effort into a comprehensive response. 

We have seen multiple reports, such as Kimberley juvenile justice by my predecessor, Ms Josie Farrer, in 2014; 
Fitzroy Valley youth engagement strategy by Fitzroy Valley Futures in 2019; Kimberley juvenile justice strategy: 
consultation report by the Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Cultural Centre in 2020; and many more. They all have 
similar themes, such as an on-country facility and supporting our children and families. I will always be there making 
sure that our voices are heard in the McGowan government to ensure that we have Aboriginal-led, place-based 
solutions to these challenges. 

This budget outlines investment in tackling youth offending in the Kimberley, including $15 million towards an 
on-country residential facility for young offenders, to give the justice system a genuine alternative to detention and 
the opportunity to engage young people in structured work and learning and support. There is $11.1 million to expand 
Target 120 with nine additional sites across the state; in the Kimberley, that will be in Broome, Halls Creek, 
Fitzroy Crossing and Derby. Additionally, a $2 million Kimberley community action fund has been established to 
provide small grants for community safety and security over the next two years. This is an opportunity for initiatives 
from local place-based bodies to see what they can do for their communities. I would also like to note that this is all 
in addition to the current long-term commitments to the Kimberley juvenile justice strategy and diversionary programs. 

I am passionate about making sure that our families are strong and that women and children are safe at home. I have 
been pleased to see the McGowan Labor government investing more into family and domestic violence initiatives, 
including community-run programs. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms D.G. D’ANNA: This year there will be $4.5 million allocated to the Kimberley to help address family violence 
by extending the Derby Family Violence Service and the Change Em Ways Kimberley project. These are two programs 
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aimed at tackling family violence in the Kimberley, and now they will be extended for a further four years. The Derby 
Family Violence Service, run by Anglicare WA in partnership with the Emama Nguda Aboriginal Corporation, will 
respond to family violence in Derby and the Mowanjum Aboriginal Community. The Change Em Ways Kimberley 
project, an Aboriginal men’s behaviour change program run by the Men’s Outreach Service Aboriginal Corporation, 
will continue to operate in the remote communities of Bidyadanga, Fitzroy Crossing and Balgo–Kutjungka. These 
are just some of the good examples of how this government is supporting local organisations to run programs that 
suit local people. 

We also saw $920 000 in the budget to allow the WA Country Health Service to commence the design process for 
a new dialysis service in Halls Creek. The Halls Creek community has been calling for a long time for a renal 
dialysis centre and renal hostel to be built locally. This will result in equitable access to renal services, and people 
will no longer be unfairly disadvantaged by having to dialyse in towns far away from their families and support 
networks. According to the Aboriginal medical services, all existing patients from Halls Creek and surrounding 
areas are currently having to be treated away from their home communities and they have, at times, expressed their 
wish to withdraw from treatment, as they are unable to continue to be away from country and their family. The 
impact of elders being away from family are highlighted when significant cultural events take place. There are 
growing incidents of missed dialysis treatments due to patients returning to Halls Creek, which in turn is leading 
to poorer health outcomes. Other silent impacts of not having services close to home include increased hospital 
admissions within the region; additional pressure on existing services; and increased numbers of patients becoming 
ill and requiring transfer to Royal Perth Hospital for acute medical care. 
The Halls Creek Elders Group has identified this as one of its top priorities to help bring family members back 
home to where they have support, where some patients have significant cultural and family responsibilities, and 
where patients can manage their end of life on country and around family. It is important that the design process 
is robust to ensure that the new dialysis service is culturally safe and meets the needs of people in Halls Creek and 
surrounds. The WA Country Health Service will engage with the Aboriginal medical services sector and the 
community on this initiative. It is great to see this election commitment getting underway, and I look forward to 
working with the Minister for Health on ensuring that it is a successful project that reflects the needs of the local 
community. Once completed, more patients will be able to stay in the Kimberley for renal treatment and enjoy the 
support and company of their families. 
All the investments I have outlined show what people in the regions all know: this Labor government is the 
government for people living in the regions. We know the importance of supporting people, and that is what I will 
continue to focus on. The Kimberley is a vast electorate, with a beautiful diversity of country and people, and I will 
continue to stand up for all Kimberley people and advocate for these important investments and others. I commend 
the bills to the house.  
MR K.J.J. MICHEL (Pilbara) [1.30 pm]: I rise today to support the Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) Bill 2022 
and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022 and to say what this means for the Pilbara economy and local 
communities. I would also like to thank all members for their contributions and in particular my friend the member 
for Kimberley, because our electorates are pretty much the same in all the needs and facilities that we look after. 
I commend the Premier on delivering his second state budget as Treasurer and for his continued strong leadership during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. I am proud to be part of a McGowan Labor government that has demonstrated responsible 
financial management, and I congratulate the Treasurer on delivering a strong and fair budget. I would like to thank the 
Minister for Emergency Services; Innovation and ICT; Medical Research; Volunteering, Hon Stephen Dawson, MLC, 
and the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Energy; Corrective Services; Industrial Relations, Hon Bill Johnston, for 
coming to Port Hedland last week. They presented the budget for 2022–23 in Port Hedland and Karratha respectively. 
The Pilbara is the economic powerhouse of Western Australia and the nation, and has helped carry the nation through 
the pandemic. I am proud that the McGowan government recognises this with record investment in jobs, health, 
education, training, infrastructure and other services across the Pilbara in this budget. It is evident in this budget 
that the McGowan government is setting up the Pilbara for long-term diversification—creating jobs, boosting 
regional health and mental health, transforming our regional roads and transport networks, and delivering stronger 
and safer communities. 
I thank the McGowan government for providing important cost-of-living relief for local households. The McGowan 
government’s $400 household electricity credit will be a welcome relief to Pilbara residents to help keep household 
fees and charges below inflation. This is on top of more than $2 billion invested to ensure people in the region pay 
the same for water and electricity as that paid by metropolitan users. 
Another policy that is hugely welcomed by Pilbara residents is the McGowan government’s first cap on regional 
airfares, which begins on 1 July this year. I thank the Minister for Transport and the McGowan government for 
delivering on a major election commitment to make airfares more affordable for regional residents. Regular airfares 
will be capped at $299 one way for regional residents living over 1 000 kilometres’ driving distance from Perth, 
including travel from Karratha, Port Hedland and Newman. This is great news for Pilbara residents. It comes at 
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a time when the cost of living is going up. The McGowan government is the only government in the history of any 
government to introduce reduced, capped airfares in the Pilbara. 
In 2017, I advocated for the development of Lumsden Point, as it was something that the business community in 
Hedland wanted to see happen. I am proud and happy that the McGowan government has included this project in 
this budget. The Minister for Transport, Hon Rita Saffioti, and I went onto the Lumsden Point site to visit it and 
view the plans. I am pleased that the McGowan government has committed $78.1 million towards the new cargo 
facilities at Lumsden Point in Port Hedland and $15 million to undertake dredging facilities for additional capacity 
for the port of Port Hedland. This will expand the capacity of the port in Port Hedland. This is a critical economic 
infrastructure project for Port Hedland and the Pilbara. Lumsden Point will enable the growth of the renewable energy 
sector and is projected to create 460 jobs a year. This project will also add value to the present direct shipping from 
Singapore to Port Hedland and help to diversify Port Hedland. 
Other investments that will assist to boost the Pilbara economy and local jobs are $25 million for the Western Australian 
agricultural collaboration to grow agricultural research and development in WA, $12 million for the WA-Array 
seismic survey to unlock new mineral deposits and job-creating opportunities, and $6 million to the Minerals Research 
Institute of Western Australia to pursue strategic research opportunities, including critical minerals and clean energy 
technologies. The Pilbara region has a lot of potential. I am pleased to be part of a McGowan government that is 
working hard to support and grow established sectors while providing important investment so that the Pilbara can 
capitalise on new economic opportunities. 
The Pilbara boasts some of the world’s most ancient and extraordinary natural landscapes. The Pilbara’s environmental 
and cultural assets represent unrealised potential for the regional tourism sector. I am pleased that this budget sees 
an increase in tourism investment in the Pilbara, including a $21.1 million boost to Tourism WA destination 
marketing; $17.7 million to Tourism WA to develop new tourism experiences in WA national parks; $9.3 million 
for an access bridge at Murujuga National Park, plus a further $1.6 million for the Murujuga rock art strategy, 
including two Aboriginal rangers; and $30.7 million to secure tourism events. All this is on top of the $195 million 
Reconnect WA package. Investing in the Pilbara’s tourism industry has the potential to grow vitalisation, increase 
expenditure in the region and create employment, training and business opportunities. 
The McGowan government’s significant investment in regional health and mental health continues with $30.1 million 
for 18 additional paramedics and six ambulances across regional WA, delivering on a key election commitment. 
I know, Acting Speaker (Mrs L.A. Munday), that this is also a priority for you. Our volunteers do an amazing job 
every day to service our community, and this announcement of additional paramedics and ambulances is a massive 
boost to the work they do. As it is National Volunteer Week this week, I would like to personally thank all the 
volunteers for their service in WA. 
These are issues that the people in the Pilbara have been asking me about for a long time. I am once again happy 
that the McGowan government is investing $10 million to deliver a specialist paediatric cancer haematology, 
stroke and neurology service at the Karratha Health Campus and surrounding sites. I am proud that the McGowan 
government is delivering on this election commitment. I work closely with Reach Us Pilbara Inc, which provides 
cancer support services in the Pilbara, and this will be welcome news, as statistics sadly show that, on average, 
a cancer patient is diagnosed every three days in the Pilbara. This funding will ensure that Pilbara residents 
continue to receive quality care where it is needed most. 
Other initiatives in the 2022–23 state budget for the Pilbara include $11 million to ensure there is a nurse 24/7 at 
emergency departments, $5.1 million to continue mental health emergency telehealth services, and a $6.1 million 
funding boost to the preventing foetal alcohol spectrum disorder project. These investments are important to ensure 
people in the Pilbara have access to quality health and mental health services. I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank all our dedicated healthcare workers, especially in the Pilbara, who continue to provide first-class patient 
care every single day throughout the challenge of the pandemic and being remote. Being on the front line is not 
easy, but it is very appreciated and I thank you. 
The state budget also includes important investment in education and training for young people in the Pilbara, 
including $113.1 million of fee reductions through the successful Lower Fees, Local Skills initiative. Since 2020, 
TAFE enrolments in the Pilbara have increased by 31 per cent. This shows the government’s continued commitment 
to preferencing and promoting local jobs for local residents over FIFO workers. I am pleased that $5.5 million will 
be invested to extend the driving access and equity program that assists young people in the Pilbara to obtain a driver’s 
licence. Without a driver’s licence, opportunities and access to essential services in the regions is challenging. This 
will also boost people’s job prospects. Many Aboriginal youth and people in the Pilbara find it difficult to get a job 
or drive a truck because they do not have a licence. I have spoken to many adults, youth and kids who are finishing 
years 11 and 12 who access this program or who got their licence because of this program and have gone on to 
secure a job in the mining and resources industry or with road contractors. 
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Other investments that will assist in upskilling the Pilbara community is $2.4 million to attract international 
students to live and study in regional WA; addressing skills needs in aged care, disability services, childcare and 
hospitality; and $5.1 million for a wage gap program to support the building and construction sector. All these 
investments have been developed to meet skills shortages and are informed by ideas and outcomes from the regional 
skills summit. I thank the Minister for Education and Training for holding the regional skills summit in Karratha 
and Port Hedland in November 2021.  
I would also like to thank all the Pilbara business owners and industry leaders for participating in this summit. These 
conversations helped generate ideas and actions to form a local action plan to meet the Pilbara’s workforce needs. 
I am pleased that the McGowan government will continue to improve education outcomes for Pilbara students, 
including an increase of $54.6 million in support for students with disabilities and additional learning needs. Our 
schools have done a wonderful job navigating the challenging times during the pandemic and I am pleased that the 
McGowan government has committed $42.5 million in funding to ensure that schools can respond to the ongoing 
pandemic and remain open and safe. 
An additional $33.8 million in funding will go towards maintenance upgrades to improve public schools. I am excited 
to see the McGowan government delivering major school upgrades in my electorate, including $31.7 million to 
Karratha Senior High School and $42 million to Roebourne District High School, which I am told will be a new 
school. These are two initiatives that I advocated for. Last Friday, I had the opportunity to represent the Minister for 
Education and Training, Hon Sue Ellery, MLC, and turn the sod at the Karratha high school project. The teachers 
and community are very happy that this is happening and construction is underway. 
I am proud to be part of the McGowan government that is committed to ensuring that students across the Pilbara 
receive a quality education. These upgrades will not only enhance the learning experiences of the students, but also 
create jobs for locals. I would like to thank all school staff and families for facing these challenging circumstances 
and keeping students learning in the safest environment possible. 
The 2022–23 state budget also brings continued investment in regional roads and transport projects. Last year, 
I tabled a petition in Parliament on behalf of residents and workers of the Pilbara to place additional safety measures 
on Great Northern Highway. I am pleased this budget includes $50 million for more overtaking lanes on Great Northern 
Highway between Newman and Port Hedland. I would also like to thank the Minister for Transport, Hon Rita Saffioti, 
for listening to the concerns about road safety in the Pilbara. 
I am proud that the McGowan government is delivering $120 million to continue the Marble Bar Road upgrade. 
This road is the only link for a number of communities in the east Pilbara for food, supplies and essential services. 
In the wet season this road can be closed for up to three months and communities can be isolated. This upgrade will 
improve safety and connectivity for tourism, industry and the inland Pilbara community. 
The McGowan government is continuing to deliver $380 million to the Manuwarra Red Dog Highway and further 
investments include an additional $159 million to the regional road safety program, bringing the total cost of the 
program to $828 million. This program has already delivered by upgrading shoulders and installing audible edges 
to more than 752 kilometres of Pilbara roads. I was excited to hear recently that the Pilbara’s 3 000 km Warlu Way 
has been added to the top 100 Australian road trips. It follows the path of the Dreamtime Warlu serpent that emerged 
from the ocean and travelled through the region. This showcases Murujuga National Park and the inland route 
exploring the red rock gorges, pastoral station stays and Karijini National Park. These investments will improve the 
safety of our Pilbara roads, reduce travel times and increase freight efficiency as well as boost tourism. I am proud that 
the McGowan government is committed to bringing regional road maintenance projects in-house to Main Roads, with 
490 jobs based in regional WA, including establishing a new depot in Karratha and upgrading the Port Hedland depot. 
Crime has been a massive issue in the Pilbara. I have seen the destruction that has taken place. I have talked to 
businesses and the community and I have advocated with ministers. Once again, I am pleased that the McGowan 
government has included funds in the 2022–23 state budget to ensure that Pilbara communities are kept safe 
and strong, particularly with a $2.5 million investment towards Operation Regional Shield to tackle youth crime. 
Operational Regional Shield enables additional police capability to be deployed to the Pilbara as necessary to tackle 
juvenile offending. This is a welcomed initiative as it gives our local police more resources to respond to criminal 
activity and keep our community safe. I take this opportunity to thank our police officers for doing an excellent 
job to keep our Pilbara community safe. 
The budget will also deliver $2.5 million to expand the successful Target 120 program to Karratha and Newman. 
Target 120 is already operational in Port Hedland so I am very pleased to see it expand further into the Pilbara to 
address the issues resulting from youth crime. This investment will bring the successful McGowan government 
program to Karratha and Newman, giving authorities more resources to work with young people and their families 
to address these issues. I am pleased this budget has committed an additional $408 million towards housing and 
homelessness measures. Since my election to this place in 2017, I have travelled to many Aboriginal communities 
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in my electorate, especially the Western Desert communities, and I have spoken in this house about the adverse 
conditions and the run-down houses those people live in. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs L.A. Munday): Member for Pilbara, would you like a short extension?  
Mr K.J.J. MICHEL: Yes, I would like an extension please, Madam Acting Speaker; thank you. I am caught up 
on this topic because it is very close to my heart.   
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr K.J.J. MICHEL: The federal Liberal–National government turned its back on them. Its members should hang 
their heads in shame. The federal Liberal–National government said that it was closing the gap. It moved people out 
of communities and shut communities down. It did not build or maintain houses. I am very grateful that the McGowan 
government has come to the rescue. It will assist our Aboriginal communities to become strong by providing 
a $350 million remote communities fund to support improved water, electricity and municipal services, and housing, 
in remote Aboriginal communities. There is $2 million to expand the solar incentive scheme, including to health 
services in Aboriginal communities in the Pilbara. 
The budget will deliver $19.1 million for the development of new residential land in two regional locations, including 
new residential lots in Karratha’s Madigan estate. This investment will boost housing and land supply by releasing 
62 new residential lots in Karratha’s Madigan estate. 
In addition to the new investment, the McGowan government has announced a range of new tax reform measures 
that will promote greater housing diversity and affordability. This includes an increased Keystart property price 
limit in the Pilbara, from $650 000 to $750 000, which will assist households to gain access to finance. Keystart plays 
an essential role in the Pilbara housing market by making home ownership affordable, achievable and sustainable 
for low and moderate income–earning Pilbara residents. 
There are many other commitments in this budget that will keep our regional economy growing while delivering 
on election commitments for the local community. When we came into office in 2017, the previous Liberal–National 
government had debt on a path towards $43.7 billion in 2019–20 and interest costs of $1.7 billion and rising. Since 
then, the McGowan government has been paying off debt because of its good financial management. At the same 
time, it has been delivering on its election promises and addressing issues that it has come across, all the while 
delivering massive surpluses. I would like to congratulate the Premier; Treasurer and ministers for delivering a budget 
that will keep the Pilbara strong and vibrant, as well as continue to set up our region for the future. On behalf of 
the Pilbara community, I commend the bills to the house. 
MR M.J. FOLKARD (Burns Beach) [1.52 pm]: I rise to respond to the state budget through the debate on the 
Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) Bill 2022 and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022, but before I do, 
I wish to be a little indulgent. Last week, a dear member of my community, John Falco, passed. In this time in 
which the Falco family is grieving, I would like to recognise the efforts of his partner, my dear friend, fantastic 
community member and great Labor Party supporter Shirley Falco. Shirley is a true believer. At this time, where 
I would be home grieving, Shirley has been out on the hustings handing out how-to-vote cards for outstanding local 
candidates like Tom French and Tracey Roberts. She has even been out doorknocking—bearing in mind, Shirley 
is in her mid-80s—to encourage junior supporters in an attempt to change this federal government to one that she 
feels really passionate about. Yesterday, I had the privilege of attending the Catholic service for John’s passing. 
I would just like to recognise Shirley in this time of need following John’s passing. Thank you, Shirley. 
Before I go on any further, I would like to put on the record my personal thanks to the Premier and our wonderful 
Minister for Health, the member for Morley, and to the previous health minister, the Deputy Premier and member 
for Kwinana. Over the past two years, I have had several sleepless nights worrying about the vulnerable in my 
constituency, including my father and my father-in-law, but also myself, given my own susceptibilities. I thank 
them for the great efforts to which they have gone to protect my community throughout this period, by maintaining 
a strong economy and an effective health system while under great pressure. I am certain that if it were not for their 
great leadership, hundreds, if not thousands, would be dead. I look opposite—and see no-one! Say no more! But 
I look opposite and see that they are obsessed with power. They do not listen to their communities or remember 
that people must come first, before power and profit. 
Western Australia is expected to generate 63 per cent of its revenue from direct state sources over the next 12 months. 
These state sources include payroll tax, mining royalties, and fees and charges. This means that only 37 per cent 
of our income will come from the commonwealth government. This is the lowest proportion of funding from the 
commonwealth for any state in the country. Western Australia provides the largest net revenue contribution to the 
Federation of any state in this country. It is WA that has kept this country afloat throughout this pandemic, and it 
is WA that will keep the Federation on its feet. I have listened to recent commentary from the New South Wales 
government. There is a reason that we call New South Welshmen cockroaches: it is because they are unwelcome 
pests who come across and spoil our food! The New South Wales Premier wants to get his hands on our GST. It 
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is on the public record. He wants to take most of what is not rightfully theirs, just because they have sold off all their 
profit-making state-owned enterprises. They want this money to pork barrel in their own state and, they claim, to 
reduce debt, rather than reducing their own expenses. All I am going to say is: where is a thong when you need it? 
That is the best way to get rid of a cockroach, I believe. 
Returning to the issue at hand, I wish to commend the Premier, the member for Rockingham and our Treasurer, on 
a fiscally responsible budget that will drive thriving communities, create economic diversification and generate transport 
infrastructure across Western Australia. It will also protect the health of my community and ensure the sovereign security 
of our great state. I note that the repayment of over $1.2 billion of debt has saved over $130 million in interest alone, 
ensuring that this state maintains its AAA credit rating with Standard and Poor’s and other credit-rating organisations. 
That was lost by the Liberal–Nationals alliance, due to its incompetent mismanagement of our finances. This is not me 
making it up. I remember the Langoulant inquiry during the last Parliament. Members know the one. It unveiled and 
unravelled pork barrelling of a size that this state had never seen before. The alliance leaders of the National Party 
disguised it in a program called royalties for regions. Hundreds of millions of dollars was siphoned off to small unwanted 
infrastructure programs, rather than used to fix the things that the community really needed, like better roads and better 
hospitals. Who can forget Moora Residential College, which could have been fixed years ago? I note that the college 
still had a fall in numbers even after the investment. Who could forget the swimming pools that were built but were left 
empty, because the related local government could not afford the water to put in them or, more importantly, the staff to 
man them? Here is the one that I really find a deadset kicker. How about the underground power project at Port Hedland? 
It cost $430 000 per home for a connection! The project was much needed. I understand that protecting the towns — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M.J. FOLKARD: Let me finish, members. You were not here earlier on when I started, so you can muzzle it 
now! It cost $430 000 per home per connection. I understand this was a very much needed project in a town that is 
definitely at risk from cyclones, but $430 000 per house—really? Remember, if you do not learn from your mistakes, 
member, you are doomed to repeat them. 
Several members interjected. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 2491.] 
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